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Paul Butler

Background

Paul is an artist whose career has crossed many boundaries: from sculpture to drawing, from public art to painting, from academia to curating and writing.

Paul studied sculpture at art school in the sixties and then worked in the theatre making sets and props for, amongst others, the RSC, before returning to his primary practice of drawing. In 1980 he received an Arts Council major award and went on to show in numerous group and solo exhibitions including the AIR gallery, London; ‘Narrative Painting’ ICA and Arnolfini galleries; the Nuremberg International Drawing Triennale; and an Arts Council funded retrospective touring exhibition.

Public projects

In the mid to late eighties Paul became more involved in public projects. He worked for two months as artist-in-residence at Maltby colliery in Yorkshire and then from 1983-’85 as resident artist for the London borough of Hounslow. During this period he also painted, or played a substantial role in creating, a number of major murals including the Cable Street mural and the TUC Labour History mural. 

Exhibitions

In the 1990’s and up to the present time Paul Butler’s practice has centred on painting and he has shown widely in the UK and Europe. Solo and group exhibitions include the John Moores, Liverpool, 1995; East International, Norwich, 1994; and witnesses and Dreamers at the Museum of London, 1993. Over this period he has had thirteen solo exhibitions. From 1996 – 2001 he was represented by the Robert Sandleson gallery, Cork Street, London, where he had two solo exhibitions.

Paul continues to show in solo and group exhibitions including two solo London exhibitions in 2009 – ‘Hedonism & Stoicism’ at the MPA gallery in Bermondsey and ‘Ain’t it all a Bleedin Shame’ at Contemporary Art Projects in Hoxton. Other group shows over this period include ‘One Love’, at the Lowry, Manchester, 2005; ‘The Solar Anus’, Henry Peacock gallery, 2004 ‘Turbamenti’ at the Bargellini, Pievo di Cento, Italy 2003; ‘Zoo’ art fair, London 2002. In 1999 Paul received a Rootstein Hopkins award, which he used to research sources and subject-matter in the USA. 

Academic career

From 1990 – 2006 Paul Butler was head of the Painting department, and subsequently professor of Fine Art, at the University for the Creative Arts. At UCA he was responsible for undergraduate course development and delivery, running the Painting Masters programme, the Fine Art research programme and practice-led Fine Art Phd supervision. He also initiated and developed the ‘Space of forgetting’ research project exploring painting process and practice.  

Curating

From 1984 until 2006 he was director of The Small Mansion Arts Centre in London where he curated many exhibitions including national touring and international exhibitions. He also initiated and ran the education programme, developing links with the universities of Brighton, Kingston, East London, Thames Valley and UCA, which led to a number of collaborative exhibition and education projects. 

Writing

Paul has contributed to numerous books and journals and written many essays in relation to exhibitions. Essays include ‘Seeing Believing’ for the exhibition of that name; ‘Trouble’ for the exhibition “Turbamenti’, ‘The Subjective City’, ‘Hedonism & Stoicism’, ‘Ain’t it all a Bleedin Shame’ and others. Paul has also contributed articles for Television and New Media, ‘and’ magazine and Arts for Labour, amongst others, and recently contributed an essay on Abstract Expressionism for a book on Mark Rothko. 

Recent 

In 2009 Paul was invited to take part in the 'Rothko 2009' painting residency in Daugavpils (Rothko's birthplace) in Latvia with an international group of artists. He is currently planning two exhibitions of his drawings: ‘1,000 Drawings’, and drawings for the Cable street Mural, for the 75th anniversary of the ‘Battle of Cable Street’ at Studio 1:1 in London. Paul is also consultant to the Commune of Gualdo Tadino in Umbria, Italy on a major new Arts Centre being created there. He has just completed an art, community and literacy project working with young people in the East End sponsored by Allen & Overy. 
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